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PROPERTY PLOT
Candle for ESMERALDA to bring on lighted.
Two candlesticks on mantle.
Hymn book on organ.
Beads for ESMERALDA.
The song, “A Wonderful Thing” is published by Jerome H. Remich & Co., New York. 
Pitch pipe.
Cuckoo clock in wall L.U.




Originally produced at the Palace Theatre, New York, Feb. 19, 1917, with the following cast:

PERSONS OF THE PLAY
WILLIAM, who plays the organ	JOHN F. RYAN
ENOCH, who sings tenor		AL. STEWART
AMOS, who sings bass		JOHN KEEFE
ABIGAIL, a neighbor			MAY ELLISON
ALAN WYLIE, the new Minister	JOHN HOGAN
ESMERALDA, who had to be prayed for -
					SALLIE FISHER













[bookmark: _5tacb6k6btss]The living room of ESMERALDA’s house in Tuckerton.
[bookmark: _oorbmwg259eg]
Eight o’clock on a Spring evening long ago. The room
indicates that this family is well-to-do, containing a
parlor organ and horsehair furniture of that period.
[bookmark: _5olopwmxokah]
Door with 2 steps U.S.R. Door into entry, L.2E. A window R,
through which the moonlight is shining. Except for this
there is no light in the room.

[bookmark: _qirlb2bxsr0z]On rise, cuckoo clock is striking eight. Outer door is
heard to close and WILLIAM’s voice off L.

[bookmark: _lou38lo7qo8f]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _i2v6sgg8ssv7]Anybody home?
[bookmark: _hfiuiutxutpz]
[bookmark: _6jb6m762zqpd](HE enters, crosses briskly to organ and, sitting down, begins to play. After the first few chords, he sings cheerfully)
[bookmark: _9cbh3wkpx5a]
[bookmark: _6xuuthirjc1f]“LIFE IS THE TIME TO SERVE THE LORD;
THE TIME TO INSURE THE GREAT REWARD
FOR WHAT THE LIGHT MAY HOLDS OUT TO BURN
THE VILEST SINNER MAY RETURN.”

[bookmark: _8fyjfo7cenze](ESMERALDA opens door R.U., looks into the room. She carries a light and on perceiving WILLIAM comes down steps, closing door after her)
[bookmark: _11t77fbvhedr]
[bookmark: _pqyxa8ob4drz]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _w0ah18kxgo1p]Why, William - 

[bookmark: _6k7ho2whqh7y]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _fumeanzgbrdv](Stops playing)
[bookmark: _aqbwsw6rzuhj]I thought that’d bring someone.

[bookmark: _7xzge8ivyokf]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _dn0czbg06xrh]It’s after eight o’clock and father’s gone to bed.

[bookmark: _gbzwdhyz12kl]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _nyj76eqxdi0]Well, I don’t want to see him - I want to ask you somethin’, Esmeraldy.

[bookmark: _stpb0cmt2nw3](Rising, goes to her.)

[bookmark: _109hlk1iie1o]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _phzwofmn1cnl]Don’t, William - it’s no use.

[bookmark: _hqg7x27htvfb]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _y2qiuc56psox]Oh, not that - I ain’t goin’ to ask you that again - so soon, anyhow.

[bookmark: _eit7apyhu2vn]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _lcah48glyud]Well, then, what is it?

[bookmark: _d978qhtdpop4](Lights candelabra on mantel.)

[bookmark: _tt2vcp9hjm6k]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _z9550zamvcar]The organ over to the Hoopers’ has broke down, an’ they want to come over here for choir rehearsal.

[bookmark: _ydvq3tml4cjl]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _5v5kg0cbbpfn]Oh - just the very idea of it fills me with the most wicked, sinful thoughts.

[bookmark: _e4ep63ljfs34]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _7n6qnx2937l9]An’ hearin’ ‘em ’ll fill you with the more. Oh, it’s awful since you left, Esmeraldy! Tabitha Hole’s voice gets worse every Sunday.

[bookmark: _4hdkfjre1v70]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ko12ff5ffc3s]Worse? How can it?

[bookmark: _g9k6pzzhfe8i]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _j1ds7757w8oc]Well, it does.

[bookmark: _eyyz1heqia89]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _zeswzaj5mhwm]Oh, I suppose I’ll have to say yes. It would be too un-christian not to let them practice. I know they need it. Yes - let them come. I can go for a walk up the street. I wanted to, anyway. There’s such a lovely moon to-night.

[bookmark: _g89onb75dc2m]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _7v7ngktxn22v]Is there? Maybe I can go with you.

[bookmark: _4y621ggq9jh1]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _4medq8kr3cb8]You couldn’t - who’d play the organ?

[bookmark: _p6u2lxpikosu]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _up5t9y9f4jc3]Oh, let old Miss Hooper play with one foot and sing with the other.

[bookmark: _6mxehgotrp7u]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _9pbq5mlclhq]Anyway - I’d rather walk alone.

[bookmark: _64tdz1pstq3y]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _e61rkngftoz8]Just since the Rev’rend Hiram Hallowell went away.

[bookmark: _grts9pwlqi6k]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _2xohumx4mthq]Yes - just since he went away.

[bookmark: _rn8mp8sctjgl]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _cty46jyi6q7m]Was you sweet on him, Esmeraldy?

[bookmark: _5c4m7b2phn6t]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _fcxom6v2mlb7]Perhaps. Everybody said I was.

[bookmark: _q0opqs1hdfm2]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _vovcel9yqr5w]Why, he wasn’t hardly any better lookin’ than I am.

[bookmark: _298hzh4yjn0a]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _zgqzd6smy147]No - but you didn’t notice it with him. How beautifully he could talk. Why, you couldn’t understand him at all!

[bookmark: _7mlr0dr8ac38]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _ytpmhitblpqd]The new one can talk just as good.

[bookmark: _7yffzzt27hpv]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _hw17t4xtk7dk](faintly interested)
[bookmark: _6y8q4j19ecy0]Can he?

[bookmark: _9v70h51033m8]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _tvdb1p4x0hru]An’ his hair ain’t red. My sister’s just crazy about him.

[bookmark: _91om9fwdeh9t]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _yw647g3ttf5f](sadly)
[bookmark: _vn0vvdyz677h]Is she? How happy they must be.

[bookmark: _ifboz24izuxd]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _56y9nc3gfya2]Yes - she is. He don’t know about it yet.

[bookmark: _qa4s33x7prmk](tinkle of doorbell)

[bookmark: _hqtrcbtsjcak]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _7gmdqgzatv](starting to door R.U.)
[bookmark: _6bovica7o7cq]Let them in, William -

[bookmark: _tpmk04xydqlm]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _mu6bq4b0qv1z]They ain’t comin’ till I let ‘em know if you’re willin’ - must be someone else.

[bookmark: _18zymqu2v1z2](ESMERALDA pauses, her hand on the doorknob. WILLIAM goes out onto entry. Sound of door)

[bookmark: _d46u9bf8ocw]ALAN
[bookmark: _sd6ghjqzar8w](voice off)
[bookmark: _fhvt8dhsprs6]Why, good evening, William.

[bookmark: _mi3a75gadeu]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _u5s7cdzhzezm]Evening, Parson.
[bookmark: _ph08mx5yu3sy](re-enter WILLIAM - to ESMERALDA)
[bookmark: _1da8ho5aly2v]It’s Mr. Wylie, the new minister. I’ll go an’ tell ‘em they can come.

[bookmark: _akpgy02zqft1](Exit WILLIAM as ALAN enters. ESMERALDA comes down)

[bookmark: _clbou09m2279]ALAN
[bookmark: _q959evnstu7e]I hope you don’t mind my calling - it’s such a lovely night out - I thought I’d just come in.

[bookmark: _yo2ldpi5prln]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _bmavps5ez8o6]Oh, I’m so sorry - 

[bookmark: _7wxa42va1suv]ALAN
[bookmark: _ngebr1lg8qb4]Are you?

[bookmark: _jl6mccirp0eu]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _77cqbrcb5n1g]Did you want to see my father?

[bookmark: _b845brrb97tf]ALAN
[bookmark: _vdg22kolngmi]Well - I - is your father in?

[bookmark: _bi6a0fz0x4gz]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _3q8q22vdwpjg]Why, yes, he is. He’s in bed. Did you want to see him about anything important?

[bookmark: _8egr6dy8imt]ALAN
[bookmark: _p8vlvqa3i66o]Well, no - well - yes - his soul.

[bookmark: _bynp8fgu62h0]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _5leramncuz]Oh, well, maybe that could wait until to-morrow.

[bookmark: _u1vf87gn6jlt]ALAN
[bookmark: _duw1bht9mqc3]Your father doesn’t come to church - 

[bookmark: _chm8nao494s]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ndbxtrslgksk]Well, you see - he’s been to church so much. He counted it all up on Sunday. It was over eight thousand times with prayer meeting - and he just said, “If that isn’t enough, it’s no use.”

[bookmark: _cwrmknkgxjc2]ALAN
[bookmark: _tlhjg3h0ke2x]But you don’t come to church.

[bookmark: _zarwn2aaaep]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _h9c9ha7skjuz]No - I don’t.

[bookmark: _2tdqd0uw69xr]ALAN
[bookmark: _5j1ojwjertwo]It’s very discouraging! May I sit down?

[bookmark: _jg3cx3b3uw4j]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _83f2s5wnfiuk]Please do.

[bookmark: _a8zalid74ra7](With a little curtsey ALAN sits L. of table. ESMERALDA sits R. of table)

[bookmark: _ko6ncv4209o]ALAN
[bookmark: _9m14edpga062]I’ve always wanted to come into this house.

[bookmark: _ryy0yl8ofvad]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _16350gytv6k5]Have you? Why?

[bookmark: _1qljf02ox4ai]ALAN
[bookmark: _tc9qtt22eduk]Why, it’s the oldest house in Tuckertown, isn’t it?

[bookmark: _spexq0qj5ogj]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _czbht55aj9w7]Yes. It was built by my great grandfather, Ephraim Tucker. He settled Tuckertown. I wish he hadn’t. That’s his picture there over the mantle.

[bookmark: _xor2cxmaqsia](Turning to look at picture)

[bookmark: _8knzl55f4rf6]ALAN
[bookmark: _519npfe138fk]Is it? Why, he looks just like my great grandfather.

[bookmark: _re6uha4vd4dv]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _o2mvi5pub490]Does he? I think all great grandfathers look alike, don’t you? But you were saying, “It’s very discouraging.”

[bookmark: _133z9iok7be0]ALAN
[bookmark: _8ip9dkq2498p]Was I? Oh, yes, of course it is. This is such a little parish - everyone in it would only make a small congregation - but they don’t come to church - they don’t seem to care where they go, after this life. Don’t you care?

[bookmark: _c8tc5q937wy3]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _93qm8r53hszg]No - all I want is just to leave Tuckertown.

[bookmark: _i793028z5qh8]ALAN
[bookmark: _exmv1beddb9k]But after you leave Tuckertown, you want to go to heaven, don’t you?

[bookmark: _6q9md31zngrq]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ybjc6ly4emyw]I’d rather go to Duxbury. I want to live a little before I go to heaven.

[bookmark: _upv3pio8e7mp](ESMERALDA rises, goes and sits on an ottoman near ALAN)

[bookmark: _a1lcukpg5g3d]ALAN
[bookmark: _asr174x5b3j0]Duxbury - that’s near where the Rev. Hiram Hallowell went.

[bookmark: _9obcohrvaecj]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _d3irduj6ngjl]Yes - oh, it’s a wonderful place. I have a picture of the railroad station, and the Town Hall. They hold a Country Fair there and once they gave a ball - for the man who was nearly elected Governor. These beads came from there - 

[bookmark: _jffcm7a59b8](Holding out coral chain around her neck)

[bookmark: _vvqgf9cbmrz8]ALAN
[bookmark: _4kd6opjyyued]Did they? They’re very pretty - but we must forget the things of this world. All is vanity.

[bookmark: _juconzu0qd2r]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ohn3407au9dm]Yes, that’s what the Reverend Hiram Hallowell used to say.

[bookmark: _mphjpk8xnv53]ALAN
[bookmark: _ddevpt1lqm4x]He was very successful here.

[bookmark: _2xoj1tnfj1gm]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _jbtcjovhakq8]Yes - he got away.

[bookmark: _5yktu7klmde0]ALAN
[bookmark: _ki6e6vop6y]I’m a failure. I knew it last Sunday. I sat up all night working on my sermon. I painted the picture of the afterlife for sinners. I tried to make them see the flames and the smoke, but in the morning my congregation sat unmoved.

[bookmark: _lcj2u1qe2ifj]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _dlktb69gudsm]It’s been such a long, hard winter - and these old houses are so cold I suppose the flames sounded sort of warm and pleasant.

[bookmark: _wt1tv8m69h92]ALAN
[bookmark: _kr4nwj9scs1n]You used to come to church, when the Reverend Hiram Hallowell was here.

[bookmark: _cb75u1k1dfbn]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _t3vr7qfyb3cv]Yes - I did - 

[bookmark: _8h9450ea5220]ALAN
[bookmark: _68e4cpes2dle]I suppose you’ve heard how bad my sermons are.

[bookmark: _3q8dcptl2lam]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _iwju42r2107o]Yes, but that’s not the reason I don’t come to church.

[bookmark: _itlel63iz1fi]ALAN
[bookmark: _4c5e62nnb9iv]Isn’t it?

[bookmark: _osa9lnf8yd1q]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _frvvf4hqwwif]No - I wouldn’t care if there wasn’t any sermon.
[bookmark: _c88wyhlyz56n]
[bookmark: _ttv70vuowfkc]ALAN
[bookmark: _4j3u3sy6q0rh]No - I don’t suppose anyone would.

[bookmark: _net7qcocpseo]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _43yjhlp2vp1w]It was the singing I loved so.
[bookmark: _fr9jh4t2qhm7]ALAN
[bookmark: _r2tr2ocnc6k8](Surprised) Did you? I’ll confess that it takes all my strength of character to realize the grace of our Lord when Sister Tabitha Hole starts the Doxology.
[bookmark: _ip94tbnicqr2]
[bookmark: _dfi114cud1a]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _u3dx1uckv0c3]I sang in her place - yes - but I was dismissed - and reproved by the Elders. I did a dreadful thing - yes, they all had to pray for me - it was terrible. That’s why I don’t come to church. I had to be prayed for. 


[bookmark: _wmbby86ueo2s](Sound of door off. ESMERALDA exits hastily r.u., Closes door after her. ALAN follows a few steps, stands looking at door. Enter WILLIAM. He goes direct to organ).
[bookmark: _ev22xoq4vdxc]
[bookmark: _rgi92twg8zwc]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _m56byubzv711]Well, they’re on the way - the folks are coming over for Choir Rehearsal.
[bookmark: _8z9gu6i885ea]
[bookmark: _twb4etvfmvg3]ALAN
[bookmark: _8clvm898mwkx](Comes down c.) 
[bookmark: _2c8kw981wmhl]Oh, that was why they came. Well - er - tell me, why isn’t she singing now?
[bookmark: _e2il8zfxrwve]
[bookmark: _yjn4kflpdswy]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _k868dvvmwx8l]Why, she sang a song in church one Sunday morning - a regular song with a tune and everything - she was dismissed - and reproved by the Elders for doing it. 
[bookmark: _ar092fr5o4rk]
[bookmark: _835l87vqpwjj]ALAN
[bookmark: _vh5m9a7ml4co]Oh, that’s what she did - poor child - that’s why she had to be prayed for. What was the song? 
[bookmark: _t79cdbsgm4fu]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _fxzjllgj22g4]It went something like this - 
[bookmark: _i9v79xrbq9ko](plays refrain of “A Wonderful Thing”)
[bookmark: _erwsee3aq884]
[bookmark: _b08t98ytl9cc]ALAN 
[bookmark: _51qqgynrcaw0]Why, that sounds like a hymn.

[bookmark: _8beoo2ixtvtj]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _rvv61hj170fo]Yes, it does, but it’s not in the book. Old Tabitha Hole made all the trouble. She wanted to sing in Esmeraldy’s place. She says you can dance to this tune. 

[bookmark: _rxmc7x41uoms]ALAN 
[bookmark: _afnzqcdx0z2j]I wonder if you can - 
[bookmark: _uo2hxjtcgovq](He takes a few furtive steps)

[bookmark: _tmx22n7ocqb]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _etsuwks12f3t]You can dance to any tune if you want to.

[bookmark: _wqaaau7kgski](ESMERALDA enters in cape and bonnet R.U. Sees ALAN dancing. He stops suddenly.)

[bookmark: _om22f9kzefyt]ALAN 
[bookmark: _t1b48tyhveri]I was just seeing if you could dance to it. 

[bookmark: _xgvo4fhjvrno]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ov6303gfqfim]And you found you could? 

[bookmark: _ppch0siu7tvh]ALAN 
[bookmark: _5hc5861uy78p]You thought it was a hymn, didn’t you?
[bookmark: _qaed75ko092a]
[bookmark: _nmdyrr1823gs]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _mxfv4ynnedzg]I did, didn’t I?

[bookmark: _n9maqn5f5b8k]ALAN 
[bookmark: _i6h9mtrhbd5a]Well, perhaps it is. Are you going? 

[bookmark: _9erb5d4f8x7e]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _kjn12023t448]Yes, I don’t want to be here when they come. 
[bookmark: _paoccukotf4h] 
[bookmark: _akjnr4xyvi4q]ALAN 
[bookmark: _kzwc0eja4uqd]Wait a moment, please - I want to hear you sing it.

[bookmark: _pf8ghkkhdf2x]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _vc5znhsv8q54]My wicked song?

[bookmark: _ttcew5wr66tv]ALAN
[bookmark: _ime0qsdvlic3]Yes - William told me. Sing.

[bookmark: _taqy4rjwgru2]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _4mnc2g3pef6d]Oh, I couldn’t.
[bookmark: _6te1j9ob0ufv]
[bookmark: _y7ahqtnwn139]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _wxkkxtjw5mav]Of course you can.

[bookmark: _8sm3k91t0hs](ESMERALDA hesitates a moment. Sings, “A Wonderful Thing.” She stands R. of ALAN, who sits on arm of chair R. of table).

1
[bookmark: _at0ao1gmmgr]UNTIL TO-DAY THIS WORLD, TO ME
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]SEEMED FAR FROM WHAT A WORLD SHOULD BE - 
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]SOMETIMES I HEARD ITS LAUGHTER GAY
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]BUT, OH, IT SEEMED SO FAR AWAY…
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]UNTIL TO-DAY I WALKED ALONE -
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]THERE WAS NO HAND TO TAKE MY OWN
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]UNTIL TO-DAY I DREAMED MY DREAMS --
[bookmark: _95bnywlyt410]NOW THEY HAVE ALL COME TRUE, IT SEEMS

Refrain
[bookmark: _ng1w2y1162ei]A WONDERFUL THING HAS COME INTO MY LIFE, 
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]A BEAUTIFUL, WONDERFUL THING.
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]MY HEART IS A GARDEN THAT WAKENS TO FIND
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]IT IS SPRING, AND A THOUSAND BIRDS SING,
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]THE WONDER TO ME IS THAT NO ONE CAN SEE,
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]THAT THE WORLD DOESN’T PAUSE TO LOOK IN
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]WHEN A WONDERFUL THING HAS COME INTO MY LIFE
[bookmark: _chfqhjicgzye]IT’S WORTH ALL THE LIVING TO WIN
2
[bookmark: _8x3tm72peaey]IF I HAD KNOWN THE PATH TO YOU
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]I WOULD HAVE FLOWN ON WINGS, IT’S TRUE
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]I WOULD HAVE SUNG ALONG MY WAY
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]NOR BEEN SO WEARY EVERY DAY-
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]OUT OF THE SHADOW SHINES THE SUN,
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]AFTER THE RAIN THE FLOWERS COME
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]AND TO THE HEART THAT WAITS ALONE,
[bookmark: _h364m7cp48op]COMES EVERYTHING A HEART CAN OWN.
[bookmark: _xyfnu96ielxx]
[bookmark: _208uz9fwq6af]ALAN
[bookmark: _9n98lv3r53i4](Who has listened intently, rises, goes to her)
[bookmark: _wvfgwewo4g5c]Why, it’s beautiful and so far I see nothing that is not in accord with the Scriptures. The Wonderful Thing!- Why, we all know what that is. It is- Religion. The happiness is the joy of a contrite heart - and the hand referred to - (He is about to put his hand on hers, but does not) - is the hand of the Lord, of course. Now, the third and fourth verses--

[bookmark: _3ho3kwju33p0]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _qvqw8dfsbnh8]But there aren’t any more - and hymns always have nine or ten - don’t they?
[bookmark: _5k4z6iefotld]
[bookmark: _7ebfl0fhfgd6]ALAN
[bookmark: _bf41sz4iiyvf]Oh, well, perhaps they were left out for some very good reason - after all, it’s very satisfying as it is. 
[bookmark: _xi1jj3exvtqf]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _lyscugoc9gtt]I think it’s a good hymn. It’s got more sense than a lot of them. 
[bookmark: _r8r1slkos1ti]
[bookmark: _9cjg3n84gw88]ALAN
[bookmark: _2z7429wfb72a]Quite right, William. I want it sung and I want you to sing it - I shall take it up with the Elders. 
[bookmark: _x3ipexxm1fz3]
[bookmark: _1u42dit8beid]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _yfrh5evohqjc]When?
[bookmark: _fa2iejml7ykn]ALAN
[bookmark: _7gtyd8snx1o1]Now.

[bookmark: _s15khb6njfxa]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _u1hsemajvxzm]Oh, please don’t - I don’t want you to go away, too. 
[bookmark: _d6i2n31autxx]
[bookmark: _1zums9g096u5]ALAN
[bookmark: _pm4q1p65u78r]Don’t you? (Bell)

[bookmark: _72ahjj5ipiwq]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _i0f5pj4ebn6j]No. 
[bookmark: _cp3zbx75hc66]
[bookmark: _kw2m18pb5dd]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _1t6sydspb8j3]There they be. 

[bookmark: _fxsctbmy584m](Enter ABIGAIL, AMOS and ENOCH)

[bookmark: _w1wh7ajuy6rq]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _xwbra8thm2fo]Good evenin’, Esmeraldy - well here’s Parson Wylie.

[bookmark: _st3evi765i1e]AMOS
[bookmark: _azhtd3sdkime]How be, Esmeraldy - evenin’, Parson.
[bookmark: _kqo9a74cgzh2]
[bookmark: _85ujll34qctk]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _i1gb3vm3kll2]Was you goin’ out?

[bookmark: _vfbu90kvk1pf]AMOS
[bookmark: _tn0j2qjae8ru]Why, you’ve got to stay and sing first sopranny, Esmeraldy - Tabitha Hole’s got a cold and two yards of red flannel wrapped round her throat. 
[bookmark: _n7ktzfurwahq]
[bookmark: _l392cwkyh9xb]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _u25rptlg5133](Sniffling)
[bookmark: _ux4oncb00z6d]Oh well, if she’s walkin’ out with the minister -

[bookmark: _58uguananryx]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _yhf2i0yj7nib]I’m not - I never thought of such a thing. I- I’ve just come in - and he’s just going. Aren’t you? (To ALAN)

[bookmark: _ls5oeq4meej9]ALAN
[bookmark: _oxwjh2fn041s](Disappointed)
[bookmark: _48u8uxrf117q]Yes - yes - I must begin my Sunday’s sermon to-night.
[bookmark: _kcxtequil7j]
[bookmark: _79xyqwo0epwa]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _vla674mm2tdw]It’s going to be a long one.
[bookmark: _taqi6s2loryo]
[bookmark: _r3djpiy7kncm]ALAN
[bookmark: _706ri8bmxd66](To ESMERALDA) 
[bookmark: _tdr0j3b2bqt4]Good night - 
[bookmark: _hya6zbusfop4]
[bookmark: _nssjgl6u5cvs]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _q7a36tg4b5n](Following him to door L.) 
[bookmark: _zhpjtkt08ds0]Good night. 
[bookmark: _aghe5386uu8i]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _5nifhi7lzfda]She’s startin’ on him just the way she did on Parson Hallowell. 
[bookmark: _fvk7ajwl7rxs]
[bookmark: _t42hfjedozi]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _r2mf6wy4h5us]Come on - I got to be home by ten.
[bookmark: _gw8fllv72zwo]
[bookmark: _xktqlr8pxi0n]AMOS
[bookmark: _ivrahpre43zu]Here, Abby - you set down here. (Standing behind chair R. of table) Well, what’s to sing at prayer meeting? (Taking chair.)
[bookmark: _y70jy8viexrq]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _kh4d4uaeygv8]I thought as sister Mordecai’s boy has turned from grace and gone to the haunts of sin, it would be very comforting to her if we was to sing “Where is My Wandering Boy To-night.”
[bookmark: _iduuvotxfjlm]
[bookmark: _racxquk2wxhg]ENOCH
[bookmark: _f4mm9v6mon8b]A lovely thought, Abby. They do say as how he took ten dollars out of his father’s cash drawer, and went to New York. You know the temptations for a boy in New York City - with money. 
[bookmark: _80me0hhigf72]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _tby9vrnr3g1e](Comes back, overhears)
[bookmark: _929o1nkbrncw]New York City - how do you go there? 
[bookmark: _ecqgbdvzzbwt]AMOS
[bookmark: _i2a8711g9k7k]Well, you take the stagecoach to Duxbury to start with - 
[bookmark: _b7w7fj7ur1vh](They look at one another).

[bookmark: _j47zchpwmkg0]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _yw35liedffl1]You think’ of going’? 

[bookmark: _w7n5zglo6mo]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _258t5t3m78kd]It would be too wonderful.

[bookmark: _wrbq5jhsqjnl]ENOCH
[bookmark: _s3nr12e64fnf]Too wonderful to go to perdition?

[bookmark: _m1esudkvklmj]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _9whgajz8gkgs]Come, Enoch - give us the note. 
[bookmark: _ifcrh3fh75ii](Rising. They gather about the organ. ENOCH trys to get note with pitch pipe)

[bookmark: _nc1n07blrfxi]AMOS
[bookmark: _2e08cbc5dac6]Stop it, stop it - you start it for us, Esmeraldy. 

[bookmark: _dq5q988rtrj](“Where Is My Wand’ring Boy.” They sing the hymn through. After hymn.)
[bookmark: _3ufhjyhkdfr7]
[bookmark: _vx2ni27360j1]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _c3fof5t1c4dc]Now, shall we gather at the river?
[bookmark: _ekyuyyezcibc]
[bookmark: _55m1tqiyz2xv]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _v0aomdkackmm]I hope not --
[bookmark: _t61o5h9pumqm](ABIGAIL returns to chair R of table. ESMERALDA sits L of table. ENOCH brings chair down and sits L. of ESMERALDA.)
[bookmark: _4yqdtmeyk9kw]
[bookmark: _hjh2d66b1x4l]AMOS
[bookmark: _bzed24ht9ra7]It sounds good to hear ye again, Esmeraldy. (To the rest) Don’t it?

[bookmark: _rn4eitypmnrq]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _sy0a0vz9xl6m]Yes. If Esmeraldy’d only had her mind on serious things, she’d be singing now in the choir. Bubt she had her mind on Hiram Hallowell. 
[bookmark: _paurxvukn3f2]
[bookmark: _sa8s4bsnlvps]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _euz8clqotaxp]Well, he was very serious.
[bookmark: _2c7lx7rj1ctx]AMOS
[bookmark: _g2z3ri41rkvp]Sister Tabitha Hole say you was led astray by gewgaws and flummeries, Esmeraldy --
[bookmark: _52edoxtdlg0v]
[bookmark: _5xirpvyqlze2]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _eyvoe2goj5t]What do you mean? 

[bookmark: _3kv4z293rhyt]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _m70o4tgl7izz]Why, there wa’n’t a time the peddler came from Duxbury that he didn’t stop here and sell to you, Esmeraldy.

[bookmark: _84ifum9y1lqc]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _8shbbubj3vgb]Well, what of that? 

[bookmark: _ret7w183vi9k]AMOS
[bookmark: _50bqeqtqwpsr]And she said you powdered your face - I don’t know.

[bookmark: _n8tj4gh6qr6h]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _1w8z4y7pju9y]What’s wrong in that? Do you think it makes you good to have a shiny nose? Yes, I did buy powder - and soap.

[bookmark: _mr12ievwxv4p]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _5fqluuxz4iud]Scented soap.

[bookmark: _jp4v1ru8czk2]AMOS
[bookmark: _yspi37mmmgd9]Well, if the Lord had intended us to be scented, he’d a made us so - 
[bookmark: _ol73ejoyo2uk]
[bookmark: _hxvq27qqumgg]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _psfuugqst7y8]Well, at least the Lord invented soap.

[bookmark: _vz76c2d1anq2]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _ow6w7h5f0ohw]Why, Esmeraldy! She’s blasphemin’, Amos!

[bookmark: _t6ct6laz0wzg]AMOS
[bookmark: _46fxdch0tpn4]Oh, let her - You don’t know what blasphemin’ is. It’s like old times to hear her sing again, ain’t’ it Enoch?
[bookmark: _j9b15vtjesb2]
[bookmark: _2hfnnlc5yftr]ENOCH
[bookmark: _r8t7iq7n88ct]‘Tis so, an’ I was just thinkin’ maybe Tabitha’s voice won’t get better - we can only hope for the best. If it don’t, and Esmeraldy was to ask Elder Dogbery for forgiveness -
[bookmark: _324d98jjmy1t]
[bookmark: _bcyzf5bg8db6] ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _yiit55gex7tn]She’d have to ask higher than Elder Dogberry for forgiveness - 

[bookmark: _iy1m3nmn1a09]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _j5cbdegpk6xn]But I don’t want to be forgiven. 

[bookmark: _50yl9b1ta3kv]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _gm0valyz97ld](shocked, turning to AMOS)
[bookmark: _jejen5cuwbxg]Why, Amos, she’s unregenerate. 

[bookmark: _k6xspp1boluy]ENOCH
[bookmark: _byi60zyj1lp8]Why don’t you want to be forgiven, - dear?

[bookmark: _11um3kncwzwz]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _oh45uqho8nq2]Because I loved the song. I thought it sounded just beautiful that Sunday morning - and so did the Reverend Hiram Hallowell.

[bookmark: _nn64r5k7dsjz]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _p6qn0gp6t8ea]Don’t bring him in. He wa’n’t to blame. ‘Twa’n’t him you cared for. ‘Twas the gay life of Duxbury - the goin’s on and doin’s!

[bookmark: _vavl178b616o]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _tj45kt5mnlml]Yes, that’s true. I did long for the life and music. I did long for the lights of duxbury. 

[bookmark: _yc0ckbn0j7ty]ENOCH
[bookmark: _qu868we35g41]Did, eh? And did you love Hiram Hallowell, Esmeraldy?

[bookmark: _y41pa9d50wa]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _hpludl62clg4]No, I didn’t. But I’d have gone away with him if he’d asked me.

[bookmark: _btipz0hr6uo9]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _fmgwjxaqsd6e]Gone with him - and not lovin’ him? 

[bookmark: _5p8ngif6dgxc]AMOS
[bookmark: _fzupsoutkmt6](Solemnly)
[bookmark: _npxxv58q2cy4]Marriage without love is a cracklin’ thorn an’ a pitfall in the wilderness, Esmeraldy.

[bookmark: _js05118f1rmu]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _vf69gjr7w9xq]Do you mean to say you’d go to Duxbury with anybody that asked you to?

[bookmark: _55fttevyck93]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _hbdk0cfekpg7]Yes, I do. 

[bookmark: _v1u57ouafxoa]ENOCH
[bookmark: _2xl6oz5ays3r](Leaning toward her eagerly) 
[bookmark: _nc75gtkdej9o]I’ve an uncle there in the shoe business - he’s just crazy to have me to go in with him. 

[bookmark: _2t6evuhfxfg3]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _k6qz804m86j9]It’s bad enough to marry a man lovin’ him - but not lovin’ him, it’s a deadly sin, ain’t it, Amos? 

[bookmark: _h3p4p69erp1p]AMOS
[bookmark: _2ovoz8xf9l9x]I don’t know, Abby, it’s hard on the man either way. What say, Enoch?

[bookmark: _ysa6eg6cxa1v]ENOCH
[bookmark: _yolvw9nba8a0]All I can say is ‘tis if ‘tis, and ‘tain’t if ‘tain’t. 

[bookmark: _b1i1sync127k]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _8iv8bt2ksouw]Men ain’t natural Christians, that’s the trouble - and there’s too many of ‘em in this town. 

[bookmark: _u9ooizpprvqz](ALAN enters unobserved L.)

[bookmark: _ci1uxk6oretp]AMOS
[bookmark: _t2v92y71buc2]What? I ain’t a Christian? Why I come from a whole line of ministers.

[bookmark: _eqi76g54jj8p]WILLIAM
[bookmark: _sbk2q4l66hdj]Well, the minister always boards at our house and I guess if we weren’t Christians we couldn’t stand it.

[bookmark: _d4vym7prlb3]ENOCH
[bookmark: _km0qe2apkheb]Well, if I ain’t a Christian, there ain’t a Christian in this town!

[bookmark: _7ubdu7az3mta]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _s81mnhd6gz6t](Rising and appealing to the portrait) 
[bookmark: _yskbgofvt5xy]Oh great grandfather, why did you ever settle Tuckertown? 

[bookmark: _qaucsizemhp4]ALAN
[bookmark: _rj3awm7bzhpa]One moment, please. What has all this to do with the hymns to be sung at prayer meeting? 

[bookmark: _vehsa9fkjccj]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _8s3c8rtosoww]If you want to know the truth, Parson, this daughter has worldly thoughts. She said she’d go to Duxbury with anybody - 

[bookmark: _1vaw7nli694]AMOS
[bookmark: _jqs7akt6brhp]You want to watch her mighty careful, Parson.

[bookmark: _678z1ik33u88]ALAN
[bookmark: _xdfwpwdi2ylg]I intend to. (To WILLIAM) Now, William, that hymn you played for me, I want it sung. I want peace here - and love!

[bookmark: _wvf3k047f8s4]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _v79zh8n7dra8]Love! Tut! Tut!

[bookmark: _my5pu8l1xsp]ALAN
[bookmark: _8j62iursb1ui]
[bookmark: _9afttdkiesps]Heaven is what we’re striving for - and this is the song of one who has found it.

[bookmark: _7vak7bu791ta]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _o85lyfhwv3ei]Praise the Lord - if I ain’t familiar with it I can read. 
[bookmark: _prf4303k0se8](WILLIAM begins to play. They gather about the organ, all but ALAN and ESMERALDA, who are down C.) 
[bookmark: _v8ucd4tavzbo]Can you see, Amos? 

[bookmark: _75wy8r2klkxa]AMOS
[bookmark: _pxwa2c8fv29a]Oh, I can foller anything.

[bookmark: _ws8znzv3s795](They begin to sing, harmonizing “A Wonderful Thing.” “Until to-day this world to me,” etc. During the humming of the song ALAN speaks).
[bookmark: _ob6bqtb0qynj]Would you really go to Duxbury with - anybody?

[bookmark: _4khquc7ko8xx]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _kwihjy8cjxxh]Yes - but I’d stay here if anybody wanted me to. 
[bookmark: _swldqqum324]
[bookmark: _t3kin1jv28qg]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _kr7xw2m2qx0c](Shocked, as she recognizes the music)
[bookmark: _z5niwoz35eaw]Why, land sakes - it’s the very song. 

[bookmark: _roqzd6usg71k]AMOS
[bookmark: _dxlyzuzas6iz]So ‘tis - I sensed it from the beginning. 
[bookmark: _5jlyd8bm3qdm]
[bookmark: _2k4k9yaxumky]ALAN
[bookmark: _9wh3z9ewoay8](Turning to them)
[bookmark: _urjnghgm4697]Well, why don’t you go on?

[bookmark: _r2njpqo7jcc9]ABIGAIL
[bookmark: _e18m1mdvvh5j]Do you mean to say, Parson, that ‘tis really a hymn?
[bookmark: _uq4umh19sn4q]
[bookmark: _j8le9paalmsg]ALAN
[bookmark: _4yyuzi27dom]Yes, I mean to say it.
[bookmark: _dag0gg6el7cu]
[bookmark: _poh5zbjnpvzy]AMOS
[bookmark: _mxsqgso9ury4]I don’t see why ‘tain’t. It’s got a good bass.
[bookmark: _h2t8ya1sy5x4]
[bookmark: _o34076tse68o]ALAN
[bookmark: _oublkd9071pp]I want it sung on Sunday morning - and I want Sister Esmeralda to sing it. 

[bookmark: _ntpf7d3g0ckb]AMOS
[bookmark: _ewimqsgut6kt]Well, you’ll have to speak to the Elder about that, Parson.

[bookmark: _j3otiiig3hws]ALAN
[bookmark: _w9pzph7q3x7j]I have.

[bookmark: _r6le0dxah6dk]AMOS
[bookmark: _xasrrd8srtkw]Oh, well, then that settles it.

[bookmark: _6r041n8zz4vg](They all bend over the music, rehearsing carefully.)
[bookmark: _q54cigl2khq3]
[bookmark: _sa7p764r3rqp]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _p4pna7pxb2d4](Coming down with ALAN)
[bookmark: _x14n9z63lv10]It was splendid of you - splendid. (Sadly.)
[bookmark: _ftilv0yhw1p]
[bookmark: _hc4pid7pxm04]ALAN
[bookmark: _h39vycnlest5]Then why are you so sad?

[bookmark: _6hm9jsksk08r]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _hn5yi4cllir7](Looking at him)
[bookmark: _f30yt9j9djc3]Is the wonderful thing just being good? Is that all there is for us? 

[bookmark: _luimi8j3mbdo]ALAN
[bookmark: _w5p9uihqdmc3]We’ll find out about that in the next world. 

[bookmark: _180fqr1fwv07]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _9250sco082py]But we’re not in the next world - we’re here and it’s now - to-night - and that’s all we know anything about. 

[bookmark: _jl6o052vaob1]ALAN
[bookmark: _j4s6uyaajw9y](Looking at her)
[bookmark: _7j5he0gjiu93]I don’t feel as if I know anything about that --
[bookmark: _frbxn299g744]
[bookmark: _ijk7fmajdfai]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _ti2g1o7wwc2t]I’m going to tell you something. I didn’t think that song was a hymn - I didn’t think the wonderful thing was religion - I thought it was - love.

[bookmark: _7q86s7jn6u2v]ALAN
[bookmark: _u5671u18301l]It is. There’s no difference - don’t you see?

[bookmark: _3w637xq4t37]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _4u30ftmu530p](Understanding, sings happily, joining in with the rest)
[bookmark: _v07zhm6vire0]“A wonderful thing has come into my life,” etc. 

[bookmark: _4wpvef69dvx5]CHOIR
[bookmark: _mao1a6tfb16k](After refrain)
[bookmark: _n3fgvs8hpups]Amen.

[bookmark: _guorty4ck0ap]ESMERALDA
[bookmark: _48l26ofshk2a](Above them)
[bookmark: _2ui5wq6wwyg5]Ah-men!


